Rituximab as an alternative for patients with severe systemic vasculitis refractory to conventional therapy: report of seven cases and literature review.
The greater understanding of pathophysiology and behavior of systemic vasculitis, together with the development of therapeutic regimens with increasingly better safety and efficacy profiles, dramatically changed the prognosis of patients diagnosed with these clinical entities. Recently, the use of rituximab in the treatment of patients with ANCA-associated vasculitis in randomized clinical trials showed an important alternative in selected cases, especially patients refractory or intolerant to standard therapy with cyclophosphamide and corticosteroids. This article presents the report of seven cases of systemic vasculitis successfully treated with rituximab.